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Diplomatic Attaches
Held As Hostages
By Russian Reds

MILITARY MEN AND OTHER MEMBERS OF EM-
BASSY STAFFS HELD UP IN PETROGRAD BY
TRICK OF BOLSHEVIKI-OTHER FOREIGN- -
ERS FIND NO TROUBLE GETTING OUT.

London, March 4—Dispatches
from Pelrograd deseribe the
departure of the British and
French embassies and the Bel-
gian, Serbian, Greek and Por-
tuguese legations last Thurs-
day after a series of hindrances
that in the case of lhe Italian
embassy was suflicient lo de-
lain ils stafl in Petrograd after
the others had lefl. The Ilal-
ians sfill were in Pefrograd on
Salurday, also the stafl's of the
consulates,

The Bolshevik foroizn office, while
parmilting the American, Japaness,

Chimess, Brazilian and Siamess dele-
katlons to leave without restraint, in-
sisted on endorsing all passports of
fused endursement unless the paseport
fusde endorsement uniess the passport
specifically described the owner ns o
diplomat. Consequently a number of
military and other members of the
various missions wers left behind and,
8agm the cormespongdent of the Dally
Muil, “mpparcotly held as hos-
tages."”

Forelgners not connected with the
diplomatie service seem, however, to
have accompanied the diplomats on

their traln, while roports sugest that
others will be able to get nwoy soon.
Foasons given for holding the Itallans
differ, but it seems that {ount Prasso,
oneé of them, wns cobnoxious to tha
Fusmian forelgn offioe, which also was
snid to have suspected the Italians of
Iwiping thelr nationals to escaps from
Petrograd contrary to regulations,

According to the correspondent of
the Morning Puost provision shops in
Petrograd were absolutely emplty on
Saturday. Many of the shops were
bomsded up apd food was not obtain-
abla

CONFEREES FIX
COMPENSATION
FOR RAILROADS

~Vashington, Muarch 4 —Asreement
an <compersation of rallroads while
under government control, based on
the avernges of their net income for
the thres years ending Junoe 30 last
and substantinlly in the TfTorm ap-
proved by the senate, was reached to-
day by the confermes on the sdminis.
tration roilrosd bilL

The house conferess accepted the
gcnate provision providing that no al-

lowance shall be mads for money
ppent on improvements during the
last few months preceding federal

control. This wounld reduce ths com-
pensation about 36,500,000 annually.
Subject to findl approval, the senate
ronfarces agreed to Includs all short
Hine rallroads under the act Instead of

only short lines,

These pottlemenis beave only two
important points still in  dispute—
marking the period of government

control,

CLEMENCEAU HAS
PRAISE FOR U. S,
MEN IN TRENCHES

Paris, Bunday, March 3—(Hy the
Associated Press)—Premler Clemen-
ceau visited the American troops to-
day and'reviewed the soldiers who
repulsed the German attack Friday.
The premier left Paris Saturday even-
ing and returned this evening when
the following semi-official note was {s-
sued:

“The president of the council de-
sires personally to congratulate the
American troops in the sector whers
they have just repelled brilliantly a
strong enemy attack.

“This check to the enemy attack
was, moreover, far more severe than
first showed. The American govern-
ment had mostly announced that some
of the. enemy had been killed and
some madg prisoner. As a matter of
fact, the lutest reconnaissaances have
shown that in addition to these losses
the Germans left quite a number of
corpses between the lines!'

Premier Clemenceau on his return
to Paris wi€ too ocecupled to give the
Assoclated Press an interview on his
visit, but & prominent government of-
ficial who accompanied the premier
sald:

“I eannot, of course, say what see-
tion the premlier visited, nor give any
military detail hut your great General
Pershing came to meet him and ae-
companied him." ‘

PICKET PARTIES
AT WHITE HOUSE
ARE NOT ILLIGIT

Washington, March 4—The local
court of appeals today reversed po-
lice court convictions of the White
Houss pickets of the national wom-
en's party, holding that pickets of the
White House by the silent sentinels
wis not an wunlawful assembly un-
less an unlawful purpose or act were
shown.

‘The plckets long since have served
their mentences or been released and
the plcketing campaign nbandoned.

LAUNDRY BOILER
BLOW-UP KILLS 3

March 4—Threa per-
sons were killed and four were Injur-
ed today by an explosion of the holler
in the Mount Pleasant laundry build-
Ing here.

Willism Lanon, part owner of the
laundry, and Frank Cormier and Or-
mund La Plant, who had been en-
gaged to begin work this morning,
ware killed. The injured_ all em-
ployes, were burned or cut by falling

Providence,

timbers. The building was wrecked.

1917 FIRE LOSSES WERE
GREATEST SINGE 'QUAKE

ACTIVITIES OF ALIEN ENEMIES IN UNITED STATES, DES-
TROYING INDUSTRIAL PROPERTIES MAKE STAGGER-
ING TOTAL—1906 ONLY YEAR TO TOUCH IT,

Trenton. N. J.. March 4—Losses from fire aggregated $230.-
000.000 in 1917 and were larger than in any previous year ex-
cepl one, 1906, in the nation’s history, aceording to a cpmmuni-
cation received today by the New Jersey State Council of De-
fense from the Gouneil of National Defense, The San Francis-
eo earthquake and fire oceurred in 1906,

BERLIN CONFIRMS
RUSSIA INVASION

IS DISCONTINUED

Berlin, March 4, via London—DMili-
tary operations in Russia stopped
yasterdav, says the officin] statement
}mur'd today by the German general
Elafl.

On the western front a number of
Belginns were captured yesterdax in
#== lines on ths Teer, In minor ralds
in the sectors defended by Duke Al-
brecht 27 prisoners were taken by
the Germans.

DENVER LOSES 20
YRS. WATER FIGHT

Washington, March 4—The city of
Denver, In the Supreme Court to-
day, lost its fight of 20 years' dura-
tion against the Denved Union Water
Cop. over consumers’ rates

PLAGUE SPREADS IN CHINA

Shanghai, CHipa, Thursday, Feb, 28,
The preumonic plague has sprend
to Shantung provinee from Shansl

! some points""

The rapidity with which fire losses
are mounting is emphasized by the
statement that the 1917 damage ex-
ceeded by $30,000,000 that of the pre-
ceding year, when the losses also to-
talled $30.000,000 more than in 1916,
The communication from the Na-
tional Council of Defense asserts that
a particularly ominous feature of the
situintion Is a recent great increase In
the number of fires of incendiary
origin in places where they were ef-
fective in discouraging Industry such
g5 at factories, warehouses, lumber
yvards and wharves

GERMANS BOMBARD
LINES IN BELGIUM

Paris, March 4—The Belgian official
statement reads:

“In the course of the last two days
the artillery activity has been rather
intense. On the night of March 1 the
Germans made an atinck against the
Bols du Trapeze which was repulsed
completely by the fire of our artillery
and machine guns. The Germans
have hombarded our lines wiolently at

AKRON SUSTAINED
IN SUPREME COURT

Washington, Mgrch i—Federal
court decrees dismissing injunction to
restrain  Akron, Ohie, from con-

structing a dam in and taking water

province, where it has been prevalent,
Four deaths have occurred in Tsinan-

Fagcanital of Bhantung province,

from the Cuyahogs river were today

BRAVE HAIL
OF SHELLS
FOR PALS

—_—

Volunteers Search No
Man's Land for Miss-

ing Americans.

OFFICERS RECEIVE
A “TASTE OF GAS”

Poison Makes General
Slightly Ill—Honors
For U. S. Men.

With the American Army in
France, Sunday, March 3—(By
the Associated Press)—Volun-
teers from American unils
along the Chemin des Dames
searched No Man's Land in a
rain of machine gun bullets for
13 missing men of a patrol
party, bul did not find any
trace of them except one man
who had been killed. It is cer-
tain thatl German obtained pris-
oners from this patrol. All the
missing men came from New
England.

Detalls of the German attack which
fuiled completely to rench the trenches

now are avallable. American artil-
lerymen lald down a barrage fire as

s00n as the Germans started theirs, It
is known that three companies of
especially trained *“shock troops'

which had been practicing for this op-
eration for two weeks, took part in
the attack. Each company was pre-
ceded by a picked party of 20 pion-
eers,

The fighting was brisk for anout an
hour, but the aecurate machine g%z
and rifle fire from the American front
lines, coupled with the perfect Amerl-
can barrage which prevented rein-
forcements from coming up, forced
the Germans to withdraw after suf-
fering heavy losses and without hav-
ing set foot In the American trenches.
Boon after the attack was over a
young lisutenant commanded a pla-
toon, members of which composed the
patrolling party which had gone into
No Man's Land, went out to find them
but without result. He returned to
the trench and asked for a voluntary
detail. Every man In the platoon
volunteered but the lleutenant picked
out a small party and set out again.
They were forced to return, however,
when the German fire became increas.
ingly heavy. The lieutenant and a de-
tall made n third search just before
dawn, but without success

The American general commanding
the unit on this front sald the men
weare eager for action and continually
wera asking permission to remain In
the front line Tonger than the allotted
period. It has been nscesasry to cnu-
tion them frequently against exposing
themselves, they are so anxious to
get a cruck at the enemy. However,
they are tempted to peer over the top
in the day time and go over at night
in the hops of “starting something ™
The French general who trained
thesa troops is proud of the showing
they are making while completing
their poariod of instruction. An Amer-
ican captain sald: “They called us
tin spMiers in America less than a
year ago, hut 1 guess we are deliver-
ing the gvods just the same”
Between 500 and 1500 gas shells are
thrown on the American positions on
the Chemin des Dames front each
day, but there have been no serious
gas casualties there. The men have
been trained thoroughly 4n the use of
gas masks and the necessity of put-
ting them on befors going into the
trenches. They do not find it incon-
venient to work and fight “like div-
ars,” as they say. A few men have
been gassed elightly while adjusting
their helmets, but this is inevitable
when gas shells are thrown a long
dlstancs b2hind the lines. A brigadier
general and a major who were riding
In an automobile on a tour of inspec-
tion recently were gassed slightly
when a shell burst within. & hundred
of their car. They suffered headache
and slight nausea, but otherwise there
warae no i1l effects.

An American brigadier general said
today that he had asked for an Amer-
lean divisional citation for each mem-
ber of the raiding party of 26 of his
men which assisted the French in the
raid of Feb. 23, in which two German
officers and 21 men wers captured,
Two officers and two men of the rald-
ing party already have been detorated
by the French with the war cross.
This is the first request for honors
which has been made for Americans
in this sector.

GENERAL MARCH
TAKES UP DUTIES

Washington, March 4—Maj. Gen.
Peyton C. March formally look over

of the general staff, veliavinz Ma)
Gen. Biddle, assistant chlef, who has
been directing staff affalrs since Gen
Blisn, the chief pf staflf, was assigned
to the supreme war council in En-
rope, Gen. March devoled his first
morning to the regular =zession of the
war council recently created by Sec-
retary Baker and of which the chief
of staff is a member.

Later the senlor army officers on
duty in Washington assembled =r the
department and were presented to
thelr new chief.

TWO KILLED WHEN
TRAIN HITS CAR

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., March 4—
Telephone advices from Kingston
N. Y. early this forencon Indicated
that two persons had been killed ang
a dozen others seriously injured wheyg
& train on the West Ssore railroag

sustained by the Supreme Court

i

srashed into a loaded trolley car.

(POKER WINNINGS
COME UNDER NEW
INCOME TAX LAW

Washington, March 4 — Pgker
profiteers were hit today by the
internal revenne bureaw's informal
ruling that earnings from the
game were subject to the income
tax, but lesses could not be de-
ducted from Income |n figuring
the tax. Thus there is a tax for
the winner and no relief for the
loser, The ruling was given in

nnswer io a letler of inguiry, J
L0

SUGAR THE
BOOTY OF
BURGLAR

Thief Passes Up Gems for 5
Pounds of Precious
Sweetening.

The home of Willinm Parker,
412 West avenue, was entered
sometime between 10 o'clock Sat-
urday night and 8 o'clock Sundny
morning and a pockethook, five
pounds of sugar and one pound of
tea were stolen, while the house-
hold slept.

According to the statement
made by Willinm Parker, the po-
lice are led to believe that the
burglar's main object in eclimb-
ing four stories on the fire ¢s-
cape and then jimmying his way
into the apartment through a
back window, wns to steal the
sugar and tea. They have come
1o this conclusion because the
thief  deliberately overiooked
many objects of value and scemed
to . have taken a great deal of
pains to locate the sugar nnd the
makings of the cup that cheers,
Only $5.50 was in the puarse.

It is a mystery to the Parker
family how anyone could have
known they had five pounds of
sugar in the house, and even if
thoy did, how they discovered
where it was kept.

All pink teas will be carefully
walched in the immedinte future
in order that a line may be had
on this new meance which
threatoms the bars and locks of
the exclusive residential sections
of Bridgeport. Everything in
Saturday night's break polnts to
the fact that it was committed
by someone out of the ordinary,
and the police wonld Hke to
mect the man who would climb
four storics on i fire escape, jim-
my open a window, pass dp val-
uable  bric-a-brace, silverware,
jewelry, works of art and other
valunbles to make his principal
booty five pounds of sugar,

WARN DRUGGISTS

T0 BE ALERT FOR
SPY ACTIVITIES

Must Restrict Sale of In-
gredients for Explosives
to Those Known Loyal.

Notices have been recelved by the
local druggists informing them that
they must secure licenses, authorizing
the purchase, possession and =ale of
certain ingredients of explosives, in
accordance with the aet passed by
Congress on October 6, 1917,

The ingredients for which a lcense
is required are: Dichromates; am-
monium, pdtassivm, sodium: chlo-
rates, barium, strontium, sodium, po-
tassium; chromates, ammonium, ba-
rium, caloium, chrome green, chroma
yellow, lead, potassium, sodium; ni-
trates, ammonivm, barium, copper,
ferric, lead magnesinum; nitrate acid,
aqua fortls, fuming nitric acids of all
grades and strensths, mixed acids;
perchlorates, perchloric acid, potas-
elum; perborates, magnesium, sodium,
zincs; permanganates, calelum, potas-
sium, sodium; peroxides, barium, cal-
cium, masnesium, oxon (cubes and
cariridges), eodivm strontium, =zine,
phosphorus. Any droggist who han-
dles one or more of these ingredients
must procure a lieense, Delinquency
will be pupished by a €ine of not mora
than 35,000, or by imprisonment for
not more than one Year or both. The
applicant must appear in person be-
fors he licensor, and must fill out the
application form, giving the kind of
explosive ingredient, bought, sold, or
used by him during the six months
next preceding the date of his appli-
cation and also the gquantity remain-
ing on hand.

In regard to the sale of the ingred-
lents, not myore than one ounce of any
mit can be sold by a druggist to any
person and furthermors, he must be
entisfiad that the buyer is a loyal clu-

material for some unlawful purpose,
Records of the sales of a larger quan-
tity than one ounce must be kept by

| the drugeist.

The ruling soverning this licensiny

today his new duties 2s acting chief |of the druggists is under the law, en-

titlsd "An act to prohibit the manu-
facture, distribution, storage, use and
posgeszion in time of war of explo-
sives, proviging regulations for the
safe manufacture, distribution, stor-
age, use and possession of the same
and for other purposes.

The get has been passed for the
purpose of preventing disloyal citizens
from securing material with which to
manufacture explosites pnd to keep
explosives out of their hands and siso
to keep explosives from persons wha
will not guard them carefully enough
#® as to prevent them from beinz
stolen by disloyal persons,

STATE SUPERVISOR
DIES OF PNEUMONIA

Boston, March 4—Charles E, Bur-
bank, state supervisor of administra-
tion, died at a hospital here today of
pnenmonla sfter & Week's sicKness
He was 52 years old and had prac-

i

tised law in this city since 1894,

zen and deoes not intend to use the®
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a sector northwest of Toul and that a

Champagne.

any opposition noted.

Caucasus are meeting with little re-
sistance and are massacreing Armen-
ian residents of the districts retaken
from thes Russians.

cence on the western front has come
to
belligerent groups have been massing
their forces.

continues to bring

this has been a slow

ES
REPULSED
AT RIVER

Secretary Baker Tells of
Belgians’ Brave De-
fense Near Dixmude.

TURKISH SLAYING
MORE ARMENIANS

Official Notes Centinued
Preparations by Ger-
many for Drive.

Washington, March 4—Con-
linued preparalory movements
on the part of the Germans
along the western front are
noted today by the war depart-
ment in ifs review of the mili-
lary situation for the week end-
ing March 2. “The momentum
of battle is inereasing,” the
slatement! declares, the attempts
of the enemy lo reach the
American frenches being ecited
as an example of what is taking
place on a large scale “on ihe
entire western front.”

The announcement Is made that
the American forces have taken over

number of units are operating in the

Developments in the east are ex-
pected to affect conditions in France
through a modification of German
plans, the review |ntimates. Six
Germdn columns are operating in
Russia, and to only one of these—the
column moving toward Vitebsk—is

Turkish forces

advancing in the

The review follows:
"“The third month of relative quies-

a eclose. During this period bheth

“There is evidence that the enemy
up fresh units,
transportation difficulties
and laborious

Owing to
pProcess,

“The Allied war council now is in
continuous session, assuring compiste
unity and flexibility of control.

“The British have extended
front.

“Our own, forces have taken over a
sector northwest of Toul. In addition
a number of our defached units are
in action in Champagne and the mo-
mentum of battle is increasing.

“We have but to note the occur-
rences of the last week In our own
sector in Lorraine in order to gain an
idea of what js taking place. Patrols
have been very active. Early in the
week the enemy made two attempis
to reach our lines but was driven off
by machine gun fire. On March 1 the
enemy developed a sharply driven at.
ttack. After a short struggle the hos-
tile detachment was repulsed.

“The German= now are using gas
along our front. ©Our men are be-
coming accustomed to this weapon,
Our gas masks are efficlently protect-
ive. Our artillery was very busy
shelling enemy dispositions and in-
flicted conziderable damage on gun
and moriar emplacements.

“Important troop movemenis took
place behind the German lines oppo-
site our front.

“In spite of the low vislbility hos-

tile aireraft continued active and
made frequent incursiops over our
lines,
«~ “In spite of the Chemin des Dames
lively encounters took place. A
French raid against the German out-
posts_ in which a number of Ameri-
can volunteers participated, was very
successfully carried through.

On Feb. I4 the French executed a
coup de main, destroying hostile de-
fensive works and shelters near As-
pach, in upper Alsace, Small raids in
Champagne and Lorraine were also
recorded. The enemy also was driven
back while attempting to react in the
vicinity of the Butte du Mesnil and
the Chemin des Dames.

“The boldest enterprise undertaken
by the €hemy during the wesk toock
place north of Dixmude. Here, after
prolonged artillery preparation, the
enemy tried to throw a bridge across
the Yser. The Belgians sucessfully
prevented six successive attempts to
tempts to push this operation to suc-
cessful conclusion,

"The new trend of events in Russla
ha= no doubt modified German plans
to a certain degree. For the time
being the enemy continues to advance
eastward. Following the highways and
railreads =ix cojumns of invasion
along a T00 mile front are operating
in careful co-ordination. In BEstho-
nia the enemy has reached a point
appreximately 100 miles from Petro-
srad. in Livonia Jurjev, 160 miles
east of Riga, has been entered. The
column moving on Vitebsk Is ad-
vancing at an average rate of 16 miles
dally and has passed beyond Pskov.
This force has met with some opposi-
tion. After the capture of Minsk
the hostile enemy operating in this
area continued its advance and is ap-
parentiy headed for Smoelensk and its
uitimate objective, should it continue
to find its course unimpeded, wbuld
be to cut off and pos=ibly oeccdpy
Moscow.

“The fifth column, operating in the
Pripet sector, also Is converging on
Smolensk and Moscow as a final ob-
jective. The sixth column_ composed
of Austrian forces operating in Vol-
hyvnia. owing to the favorable recep-
tion the Austrians have received at
the hands of the Ukrainians, has been
able to advance more than 200 miles
into the interior and is reported to be
within 80 miles of Kiafl

"The Russians are believed to be
oreparing to stem the tide of inva-
von. Petrograd is belng prepared to

their
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Blowing Up Railro __
Bridges To Impede
Troops Of Mikado

b
o

OTHER STRUCTURES IN THE WAY MINED, SAYE ©
REPORT OF AMERICAN ENGINEER TO DASH-
INGTON—GERMANY PLANNING OCCUPA-"
TION OF WHOLE OF FINLAND.

TAKEN CONTROL IN
NO MAN'S LAND

With the American Army in France.
Sundny, March 3—(By the Associated
Press)—Some of the American troops
in the Chemin des Dames sector are
having an experience of cave life be-
hind the front trenches, their billets
being deep underground guarries and
natural recesses beneath the surface,
The correspondent on a visit to this
sector found them thus quartered,
occupying positions held by the Ger-
mans less than a year sgo.

Most ©f the Americans, however,
are living in the trenches and accom-
panying dugouts. The front line
trenches have been cleaned, strength-
ened and improved and are well pro-
tected with barbed wire entangle-
ments.

At another peint the correspondent
f|w some men who had just complet-
ed their round of trench duty.

AS joon as r.:s_- Germans learned
that the AmeéPicans were in the
trenches opposite them they put up a
sign reading:

“Welcome Yankees™

The infantrymen riddled it with
bullets until it looked like a sieve.
All the soldiers with whom the visi-
tor talked expressed pleasure st be-
ing in the trenches rather than in a
training camp.

A French captain declared the
Americans had assumed control of No
Man'’s Land soon after entering the
trenches in a certain sector.

German prisoners captured In & pa-

ful of Americans atiacked with =o
much force and vigor that the Ger-
mans thraw up their hands and shout-
&d “Kamerad,"” in the bellef that thers

were many more in the attacking
party.
Although numerous daring, cour-

ageous deeds have becn performed by
the Americans in that sector, one of
the most interesting Is that of a Ger-
man-born sergeant who, with a small
detail, took a German prisoner in a
patrol fight buot lost his way, with the
result that the party wound up at the
German  barbed wire, where they
could plainly hear the Germans talk-
ing in their dugouts. The ssrgeant
pointed a revolver at the prisoner's
head and whispered in German:
“Maybe they'll got us before we can
pat back, but If they try it I'I kill
vou first. Now don't utter a sound,
and lead us back to our line.”

The German prisoner silently Jled
the Americans back o their own
trenches and then was turned over to
the intelligence officer of the unit, who
gained mmuch valuable information
from Hhim.

WANT INCREASE ON
PIG IRON PER TON

Washington, March 4—Application
for Increases ranging from 25 to 75
sents a ton on pig iron shipments In
carload lots from points in Minne-
sotn, Wisconnin and Michlgan to Du-
luth, Chicago and St. Louizs was filed
today with the Interstate commerce
commission.

AMERICANS HAVE |

trol fighting there said that the hand-!

Washington, March 4 —Thy
Russians have begun destrowy
ing bridges on the Trans
Siberian railroad beiween Laki
Baikal and the Chinese fron
tier. John F. Slevens, chain
man of the American railroa¢
mission, reported this today
the state department. Thij
may prevenl Ambassador Fran
cis from reaching Vladibosiok

While without delails, offi-
cials here believe the Russian
are destroying the bridges U
prevent an expected advance ol
Japanese troops.

A large number of other structure
have besn mined, Mr. Stevens also re
ported, so they could be readily de
stroyed.

Germany’s cccupation of the Aland
islands i3 only a preliminary to thy
total occupation of Finland., Oifficia
dispatches to the Swedish legation to
day sy Germany has announced
the Stockholm foreign office her In
tention {0 occupy Finland, and tha
Sweden has protested.

Germany advised Sweden, the dis
patches say, that it was necessary tem
porarily to occupy Finlaind to restom
order, but zuve assurances that shy
had no intention to take permanenl
possession of the territory. Swedex
protesied also against the Aland is
lands being placed in the war zone,

At the state department today 4}
was sald no decision had been resched
as to the part the United States wonld
take in Japan's plan to intervene ia
Russia to prevent the railroad and
immense war supplies from falling
into the hands of the Germans.

The only other explanation for de-
stroying the railroads which officialy
hers can think of iz the fact that
there Is a German prison camp nesi
Chita and that Germans, may have
blown up the bridges with the double
purpose of stopping movements ol
Japanese troops and intrecepting Ame-
bassador Franeis.

The oecupution of the Atand Is,
lands, the dispatches say. Is to maky
them a base for supplying the Ger
man occupation of Finland.

There are 500 Swedish troops or
the islands for police purposss. Thell
commandér was notified by the Ger
man commander of his intentions
and while so0 far thers has been Nt
clash reported, the
have not been withdrawn and the
feeling is described here as being very
tense,

Supplementary treaties between thy
Central powers End the Boishevil
government were signed in Bresh
Litovsk in addition to the main peace
treaty, says a telegram from Best
Litovsk to I.ondon by way of Vienna
Former official announcement of
the signing has not yet been received
from the Russian side, bfit a Jaty
wirgless message from Petrograd said
the treaty would be =igned Sunday.
As the German official statement of
Sunday night mentions only the ces
sation of operations in Great Russis
it js inferred in some quarters here
that the German advance in thy
Ukraine and Finland will continue
while the Germans reserve for them-
selves generally a free hand outsids
the limits of Great Russia.

AUSTRALIAN TROOPS IN
RAID KILL FIFTY BOCHES

ANTIPODEANS ENTER TRENCHES OF GERMANS AND DES-
TROY DUGOUTS—BRING BACK 11 PRISONERS—ENEMY
RAID NEAR ST. QUENTIN REPULSED WITH LOSSES.

London, March 4—“A numb

today’s war office report.
“Australian {roops enlerf:d
ton and after killing at least 50

several durgout, brought back
“Othor successful raids were e:ar_ned
out by Australian troops In the neigh-
borhood of Gapaard, east of Mpsa!nea
and south of Holleheke. Prisoners
wes taken by us in each case and an-
other machine gun was captured.

“North Middlesex troops ralded the
enemy's positions north of Pa._ssthen-
daele and captured several prisoners.
“Our casualties in these raids were
light. Our troops also entered , the
German lines at several other points,
{n sach case reaching the objective but
without securing prisoners, as the en-
emy's garrisons had withdrawn.

w4 raid attempted by the enemy
south of St. Quentin was repulsed,
lenving a few prizoners in our hands
“Shortly before dawn this morning
the enemy's artillery Caveloped non-
siderable activity in the Lens o=

WANT MECHANICS
FOR FLYING CORPS

Washington, March 4—Call was |s-
sued today for 10,000 machinisis, me-
chanics, chauffeurs and other sidlled
workers nesded at onge by the avia-
tion section of the signal corps, it was
stated, and announcemen! was made
that additionsl Ipcrements must be
obtained from the same elasses in the
near future. :

The degree to which the aviation
program of the army dspends upon
highly skilled labor is shown by the
slatemant that “98 of every 100 men in
the swviation section must be skilled in

withstand a siege. y

some branch of work."”

er of successful raids were car«

ried out by us last night on different parts of the front,” sayssd

German trenche
of {hie enemy and desiroying
11 prisoners. ;
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MEATLESS DAYS:.

Federal Food Administrator Robert
Scoville has just received word fromg %
r‘Wa.s'nina'ton 10 the effect that until the s
|15th of April lamb snd mutton may b °
|used on meatless Tuesday. Thia rul-* 8
\ing has been made by the Unitad™
|States Food Administration in orésr
to assist proGueers who, Besanse =%
'transportation conditions, have been®
|unable to market their stock easliep®s
land are now forced to send a larges
lamount of lamb and mutton to the™
| market at one tims,
| Soft corn in the west also inducad ™ N
| farmers to force the feeding of these™
|animals in order that the corn might=
be consmumed Dbefore warm weather '
For this rteason there is danger of &
tempomry glut in the mariet and it 2%
desirnbla that the American publia®
should havs the benefit of this sup-~
plus while it lasts. ¥t is hoped that™ |
the imncreased supples of meat will™
have the effect of curtalling wheat
consumption as it ls becoming in-
creasingly important that this com-
modity should be exported in 1 '
quantities. ?
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